Sitemaker1.com Newsletter number 5 – 6/01/03

Happy New Year to all. 

We spent Xmas & the New Year on Mull, followed by festive weekend in Edinburgh visiting 5 of our clients - so now its back to the grindstone.

One of the most common complaints I have is regarding junk email, so I have put together some strategies for coping. I personally get about 50 emails a day of which only 5 are junk. All I have done is 1) below and I am pleased with the result.

Outlook Express tips – Junk mail (Spam)

There are several ways to deal with junk mail. 

1) we can cut down the amount of email addresses you are using, this will cut down all the junk mail coming in to those addresses. 

2)  you can tell Outlook Express to “block sender”, this deletes that particular junk as it comes in before you even see it. 

3)  you could buy “spamkiller” from McAfee.

Details:-

1) I automatically set your email address to “catch all” this means that an email with anything before the @ will get through to you. So I can restrict the address to “enquires@…” or “info@…” to cut down the spam. Also, you may have addresses in your account that you are no longer using. These addresses need to be disabled, however you should not disable your ISP address if I am using it to point your domain email. To check the addresses the junks are using, go to Outlook Express and locate the offending email in the inbox. Do not open it up but click the right mouse button on it and select “properties”. Select the details tab and look down until you see “Envelope-to:” and make a note of the email address there. This will give you an idea of the addresses the junks are using to get you. Please email if you need more help with this. 

2) To “block sender” go to Outlook express, highlight the offending email and click “message” then “block sender”. If you do this by mistake to a friends email, you will lose that friend :o) So if you need to know how to undo this, then go to “Tools” then “message rules” then “block senders list” then you will be able to edit your block senders list, and save your relationship with your friend.

3) Spam Killer by McAfee http://www.mcafee.com/myapps/msk/default.asp costs about $40 and it does work very well. You can set the level of security, upgrade it regularly and their technical help is very good. However it will need you to spend considerable time studying how to use it to the best advantage. I would try methods 1) and 2) before trying spamkiller.

Other considerations :- Often an email suggests you can be removed from their database by returning the email with the word “remove” in the subject. Unfortunately this can often simply confirm that your email address is current, and hence you can be added to even more e-mail lists!

Create a Links page

If you have any spare time you might like to do some internet activities which enhance your web-site, which are outside of the service that we offer (mainly because they’re too time consuming) but which are easy to do. Although creating “search engine friendly” pages is by far the best way to achieve a high ranking in search engines (called optimizing), there are other ways of enhancing your websites performance, and one is by “Linking”.

Links to your site improve your sites traffic, popularity and search engine rankings. They are HTML links on other web sites on the Internet that point to yours. By increasing the number of links pointing to your web site, you increase your domain's popularity. About 50% of the top search engines (particularly Google) factor the links to you into their relevancy algorithms when they rank your web site. Increasing the number of links to your URL can greatly improve your search result positioning. 

Links are another way of getting traffic through your site. A link is "hot" so that when a visitor clicks on it he/she gets taken to that site. The ideal thing is to have a reciprocal link. ie. you have a link on your site out to someone else's site and they include a link back to your site on theirs. Smaller establishments will be happy to do this free for mutual benefit. However smaller establishments do not have the traffic. (Larger sites such as the Tourist Board, can even charge up to £300 per year for the link, but it works!) 
If you are a guesthouse, for example, it would not be of any advantage to link to another guesthouse (they are the opposition), so you would try and find a local artist, theme park or visitor attraction, this will add to the allure of your site and encourage people to stay at your hotel. You do not need the permission of the site owner to put his/her link on to your site.

What to do:

1. Go to http://linkstoyou.com/checklinks.htm and put in your web address. This will show how many websites have a link back to your site. So how do we get these links –  Find a competitor who seems to always do better than you on search engines. Type their website address into the “google” search engine (ie www.google.com)  and locate the link that says ”Find web pages that link to” and click on it.

2. This will show you a list of all the places that have links to your competitor.

3. Email the people on this list and request a reciprocal link.

4. You may get a lot of these links for your website, if so, I suggest that we may need to create a special links page. Be advised that this would cost £15 as per my normal page rate.

5. You then just email me the links you have negotiated and I will pop them on to your links page.

Your website- Coloured scroll bars –

I have at long last, mastered the code to create coloured scroll bars. (See www.sitemaker1.com although I have gone over the top a little don’t you think ?)

I will be charging £5 per website for this effect, so if you think your site would benefit do let me know.

Best regards from Pat & Hazel
 

