Sitemaker1.com Newsletter number 17 – Oct 2005
Hi all

It’s been several months since our last newsletter so here’s a brief update. 

Google Dance

You may have noticed that your position in Google has suddenly dropped. This is because Google have performed one of their more radical “dances”. It means that they have changed their criteria (called an algorithm) for ranking sites in a big way. 

 However -Don't Panic, don't start checking Google every day, grinding your teeth down to nubs as you wait to reappear in the rankings. That's our job! Seriously, Google has 'danced' before, and the rankings typically return to normal after several weeks. And remember that change is a constant in the world of search engines - so if your site does lose ground after the “dance” update is complete, all you (or we) can do is work to regain your previous rank. Either way, if we use an ethical, sensible SEO (search engine optimisation) strategy, so your site will come out OK in the long run. I'm not trying to be glib - I know how stressful it can be to watch your site go from #1 to #99, believe me. But Google has changed its algorithms before, and rankings have been jostled many times in the past. Over the long haul, sites that rely on a diverse strategy, good content, good HTML and solid link popularity always come out ahead.

And of course the other key is to put on links; but the type of link is important. If they come from “small” well ranked sites (not large link farms or businesses such as Thai Hotels, etc) then they have the best value. If you are able to get people to link to you without having to link back then that is many, many times better as far as Google is concerned.
Latest Virus

The Hurricane Katrina emergency & Asian Earthquake are the latest tragedies to be exploited by email virus writers/spammers. The emails purport to contain news of events in New Orleans and contain a link that, if clicked, will lead to websites which automatically download trojan software onto vulnerable computers, that is those that don't have up to date antivirus definitions. Once installed the software will use the computers to send out spam email to whatever addresses it can find. Just opening and reading the email won't put you at risk, it's only those that click on the link that are at risk.

Farewell James
James MacCrone, who has worked for us tirelessly, particularly in link analysis, has moved on to pastures new. For those of you who dealt with James, you might like to know that he came 50th in the Mull Car Rally (out of 150 entrants) - so well done. 
                                                            Best regards from Pat & Hazel
 
