Sitemaker1.com Newsletter number 14 – Nov 2004
Winter draws on
Hi all - We’ve had our first flurries of snow on the hilltops, so Winter is showing its hand already.
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We’ve had a number of enquiries about e-shopping carts as they are becoming more popular, so this newsletter we’ve put together an article to give an overview of some of the aspects of running one.
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You may have used one of these sites which enable a user to buy products/services safely. If you’ve ever looked into setting up a cart for yourself you will see they are frighteningly expensive to either a) buy the software or b) have a designer create a cart. There are some “freebie” carts around but they are very basic in their functions, & do not exude confidence to buyers. So this is where we come in…..
 If you have goods that you would like to sell online we can create a shop for you for around £100 (for up to 50 products). You send Hazel or James your product list with any pictures, text, prices & postage/shipping information. They work with you to construct a cart - which may be based on the theme of your current website - & “attach it” the cart to it. That way we can still take advantage of your current positioning on the web. 
Payment for your clients is the biggest issue as it needs to be done securely to give customers confidence. There are 3 ways we can offer:-

· Payment by Paypal, Worldpay, etc - simply a button linking your site to the service. There is no charge for this, but you and potential customers must have a PayPal type account. See https://www.paypal.com/  (Disadvantage - high transaction rate charged)
· Merchant Credit/Debit Cards - for customers paying by visa, switch, etc. This requires a secure server which we can supply, (£50 p.a) so that transaction information is safely emailed to you. (Disadvantage - requires secure server)
· VSP Direct Payment - such as Protex, etc - this enables customers to pay direct to your merchant bank without having to do any processing. (Disadvantage - Protex charge £20 per month)
“Introductory offer for Sitemaker clients only “ --  £50        

 to set up a cart & link to your site.
Please see www.sitemaker1.com/cart for more info
(Basically we are looking for some guinea-pigs to try it out on!!!!!!!)
Faster download

We suggested this ONSPEED product last month & are still have some encouraging responses. If your connection is slow, (& that includes broadband,) you might like to try this software. It makes surfing considerably quicker by downloading a slightly lower quality set of graphics (almost not noticeable by our eyes) & in return speeds it all up; plus by using a compression/decompression technique it also makes downloading faster. Click on

http://www.onspeed.com/?MgM=bfejaibf
Google
If you are still not convinced that having a links page is important - below is a chart from searchenginewatch (http://searchenginewatch.com/reports/article.php/2156431) 

that demonstrates the Google standing. Google uses (amongst other things) reciprocal links to rank its sites, plus it has a range of criteria which need to be adhered to if one is to get maximum benefit from any links.  Last month we told you about our newest employee, James, who has been linking you to other sites on the net.  Don’t worry although you’re not seeing any of the action, James is adding many, many links behind the scenes to your links pages, sometimes over 100 a day.  So if you’ve got a links page and haven’t heard from us, that does not mean we’ve forgotten you!  Everyone is on his list and he is progressing through them very quickly.  We’ve had a lot of very positive feedback on that.  Let me remind you once again that if you have any questions about links, links pages or Search Engines, James is the person to e-mail.
Share of Searches: May 2004
The pie chart below shows the percentage of searches done by US web surfers in May 2004 that were performed at a particular web site or a network of web sites:
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Monitoring Reciprocal Links - Are they still linking back to you?
It’s always difficult to know whether a reciprocal link is still being maintained, or whether it’s been removed, & hence you are not benefiting. We are putting together a service which can monitor reciprocal links but have not finalized the details. Do email James if you think you might be interested.
Credit Cards
Please note that we can now take credit /debit cards

                                                            Best regards from Pat, Hazel & James
 
