Sitemaker1.com Newsletter number 11 – February 2004
Hazel, Pat & Hannah would like to wish a prosperous New Year to you all. 

Moving home
We are moving a few miles up the coast and have purchasing a self-catering lodge with a house -  See www.arlelodge.co.uk for the website. Our website/Internet service will not be affected by this, other than a change of postal address as of 24th February:-

Arle Lodge, Aros, Isle of Mull. PA72 6JS

      Spam
We have just installed Microsoft Outlook. Unfortunately you have to buy it as it is not a “freebie” like Outlook Express. The good news is that Outlook is quite like Outlook Express so it doesn’t take long to learn the new software. The BRILLIANT news is that there is an excellent junk mail filter on it. I have set mine to “high” and all the junk mail gets deleted before I even see it (or you can get it to file the junk away in a folder in case you want to check it). £79 from www.amazon.co.uk
Reduction on your next annual invoice
A reminder that we are still offering a discount off your bill. If you recommend my website services to a friend or colleague and I subsequently get work from it, then I will credit your account to the value of 10% of the sales you have produced. If you get me enough work, you could reduce your annual bill to Zero ! In fact, one of my clients got me so much work, I ended up paying her  :o)
Search engine optimisation/submission

Each month I am getting better results. I am collecting statistics, please email me if you would like to see how well your site is doing. I also keep a “master” score. This figure represents the number of first page entries each sites is achieving in the search engines. These are the average results for all my sites :- 
47 for October 2003
53 for November/December 2003

65 for January 2004 
The highest figure is 497 (but then, they have got 52 sets of keyword phrases !)

The net is getting bigger and the competition is becoming more fierce. Most of my clients have 10 sets of keyword phrases. If you have only 5 sets, consider having another 5. This will double your enquiries and it will be a very cost effective thing to do. 

Getting links

Stay clear of those sites which offer hundreds of links to hotels in Thailand etc. Recently Google did an algorithm change and banned a lot of those sites and also some sites that had linked to them. The reason appears to be that they were construed as link farms.
I have found a useful site http://linkpartners.com/ these are not a link farm, but they do help you arrange individual free reciprocal links. For those who havn't the time to find links for themselves, I have a "clever kid" near me who is doing this for my clients under my supervision. If you need more information about his rates, please email.

Blowing my own trumpet !
I am always amazed at how much other designers charge. I recently had an email from a lady who had received a quote from a design company. They were going to charge more to give her an estimate than I charge for doing the job ! When she got the quote, it was in excess of £4000 ! This did not include hosting or search engine optimization ! They had the cheek to say that they were amongst the cheapest !

The average cost of one of my websites is £305 – all inclusive.

I did a site recently and the client was very impressed. He said I had got the whole site up and running in a shorter time than it takes most firms to reply to the introductory email.
Your photos

If you fancy uploading your holiday snaps to the web so that you friends can see them, then these people make it easy http://www.picturetrail.com/ and its free. I can put the link on your website too.
                                                            Best regards from Pat & Hazel
 
